
Supporting lifelong learning
October 2026 Literacy News

Literacy news, programs, upcoming events, and valuable resources for all ages in 
Mount Waddington communities on North Vancouver Island.

NEWS

Books, activities, fundraising fun and a 
winning booth at the Fall Fair
The MWFLS team celebrated Literacy Month at the Mount 
Waddington Regional Fall Fair, with a free book for 71 children 
and teens, fun activities and fundraising.

Writing Circle develops skills, confidence 
and community
The Writing Circle in Port Hardy helped people develop writing 
skills, and also gave people a regular place to meet, exchange 
ideas, encourage one another and become more confident 
sharing their voices.
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Fresh Food, Local Farmers and 
Community Connection at the Port Hardy 
Farmers' Market
4,158 in BC Farmers' Market Nutrition coupons were distributed to 
24 households in North Vancouver Island communities, giving 
access to fresh food at the Port Hardy Farmers' Market.

EVENTS 

October is Canadian Library Month
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2026 Theme: Loud for Libraries   
During October, libraries and library partners across Canada raise awareness of the valuable 
role libraries play in Canadians’ lives.
 
More than just a place to find books, libraries promote cultural awareness, engage in the 
community, provide educational programs, support freedom of expression and so much more.
 
October 16 is Canadian Library Workers Day 
CLWD is a day for Canadians to recognize the valuable contributions made by all those who 
work in and for the public, academic, school, government, academic, corporate and private 
libraries that are integral to our communities. 
Stop by your local library and and say hello! 

October 26-30: Media Literacy Week

Media Literacy Week
Media Literacy Week is an annual event promoting digital media 
literacy across Canada, taking place each October.
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PROGRAMS

Mother Goose On-the-Go family program

Now back in Port McNeill 
Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. 
at Vancouver Island Regional Library. 
 
Mother Goose On-the-Go fosters early 
literacy and is an experience for the whole 
family!
A trained ‘Mother Goose’ leads a group of 
parents and children in fun and engaging 
rhymes, songs, stories, and crafts. Free! 
 
Children have fun and parents learn how to 
sing, rhyme, and read with their child, and 
weave those skills into their day-to-day 
routines. These basic activities with children 
provide the building blocks for early 
attachment and literacy. 
Watch our Facebook page for updates.

Storytime 5 days a week at Vancouver Island Regional Library

Visit Port Hardy VIRL for family Storytime!
 
Tuesday – Saturday 11–11:30 a.m. 
7110 Market St., Port hardy
 
Free! No need to register. 

Literacy Lounge Adult Drop-In

https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=ix_RYcz4Fk9ScN7JEnOZyU8RZLrj9Z1jQBTA13a-3UM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeSIsInIiOiJhOGRjZWYwMC0yZmE5LTQ4N2ItODkxZi00ZDVjYzdlYzA2ZjEiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


Free drop-ins begin with a fun mini-workshop, creative activity, or board games, followed 
by optional one-on-one support for English skills, forms, writing, job preparation, technology 
and personal goals. 
A space for community and connection. 

Drop in, no registering
Everyone Welcome
Free!

Port McNeill
First and third Monday in October
4:00-6:00 p.m.
A-Frame Bookstore
 
Port Hardy
First and third Tuesday in October
4:00-6:00 p.m.
Port Hardy Civic Centre

Adult one-on-one support



Free one-on-one support for adults is available. Get assistance with reading, numeracy and 
more.
Personal coaching is available to help you reach your goals!
Contact Jeanne James-Hory at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org 

https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=BPPm6dQh8a1HwlV0cEvske22-Kc3ZwKrsNF7qwVUbeQ.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmFkdWx0LmxpdGVyYWN5QG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6IjNhNjY4NmJkLTViZGItNDJhZC04NDI5LWI3NDY2MjZhNjE1YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9


JOBS & VOLUNTEER POSITIONS

Hiring Teens to Read with Elementary Students



We are looking for teens in Port McNeill and Port Hardy who are interested in reading with 
elementary school children in our Fostering Literacy Tutor-Mentor Program! 
 
Fostering Literacy programs in North Vancouver Island communities support school-age 
children who struggle with reading and provide a paid work experience for teens. 
Children practice and grow their reading skills with a trained tutor in a one-on-one setting, with 
the emphasis on making reading fun.
 
Training provided! 
For more information, contact Kelly Anderson at: literacy.outreach@mwfamilyliteracy.org or text 
250-858-2782

Adult volunteer tutors needed for elementary children

You can make a difference in a local child’s life. ​
Help build the confidence and reading skills that will last a lifetime by volunteering as a ONE-
TO-ONE reading tutor for 2 or 3 hours a week at a school in your community
 
Training provided! 
Contact Kelly Anderson at: literacy.outreach@mwfamilyliteracy.org 

Volunteer as an Adult Learning Coach
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Join our volunteer team! 
As an adult learning coach, you can help someone confidently manage everyday things—
banking, shopping, health decisions—and strengthen our entire region’s future.
 
You can help learners with reading and numeracy, or test preparation, computer basics, 
financial literacy, with how to use cell phone or fill out forms.
 
Training provided! 
For more information, contact Jeanne James-Hory at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org

RESOURCES

Media Literacy Resources for Parents and Teachers

MLW Parent Central
Ever catch yourself thinking, 'Wait... what?' about what your kids 
are seeing online? This Media Literacy Week, we've gathered free 
tools and tips to help your family make sense of the digital world 
as well as keep your kids safe, smart, and responsible online.
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MLW Teachers Hub
Led by MediaSmarts experts, these featured lessons cover topics 
like online hate, body image and identifying what's real online. 
They can be presented on a screen or digital whiteboard with 
minimal preparation and include additional activities. Find these 
plug-and-play lessons below.

ABOUT US

We’re here to help.
The Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society works with communities, schools and 
organizations to support literacy and learning for all ages on North Vancouver Island. We offer 
free programs, events and resources. 
 
We can also  help with your literacy projects and program ideas through fund finding, letters of 
support and by connecting you with our many resources.
 
Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society is a non-profit support system servicing the literacy 
needs of the School District 85/Mount Waddington region of Vancouver Island, BC, traditional 
territory of the Kwakwaka’wakw Peoples.

Contact us

Contact us for information about our programs, resources or to share your needs 
and ideas. 

Executive Director 
Jessica Brown
ed@mwfamilyliteracy.org
 
Literacy Outreach Coordinator
Kelly Anderson
literacy.outreach@mwfamilyliteracy.org
 
Mother Goose On-the-Go Coordinator 
Kelly Anderson 
mother.goose@mwfamilyliteracy.org 
 

Adult Literacy Coordinator
Jeanne James-Hory
adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org 
 
Communications Coordinator 
Trish Weatherall
communications@mwfamilyliteracy.org
  

https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=SbatZhpFJhlf7r1DudKuFuP7-B7dIh40yq5KSGEw9co.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tZWRpYXNtYXJ0cy5jYS9tbHctdGVhY2hlcnMtaHViIiwiciI6ImQ1NGZkNThiLWY3MWItNDRhOC1hNWM4LTllNjg2YzM4YzFmMyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=SbatZhpFJhlf7r1DudKuFuP7-B7dIh40yq5KSGEw9co.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tZWRpYXNtYXJ0cy5jYS9tbHctdGVhY2hlcnMtaHViIiwiciI6ImQ1NGZkNThiLWY3MWItNDRhOC1hNWM4LTllNjg2YzM4YzFmMyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=SbatZhpFJhlf7r1DudKuFuP7-B7dIh40yq5KSGEw9co.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tZWRpYXNtYXJ0cy5jYS9tbHctdGVhY2hlcnMtaHViIiwiciI6ImQ1NGZkNThiLWY3MWItNDRhOC1hNWM4LTllNjg2YzM4YzFmMyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=MV5Wg4JUbc5Pjq_twwnU0Svh0GPkaOwhO-bwkctv3Bs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9lZEBtd2ZhbWlseWxpdGVyYWN5Lm9yZyIsInIiOiJkODMyMTkwNS1lNTQ0LTRjMGMtYmU2My0zMGNhMjk4NzZiNjIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=MDPrytEW_9gL3akAs8Yyuk-QvClunqJp6cUnKhA9meU.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmxpdGVyYWN5Lm91dHJlYWNoQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImQ4MzIxOTA1LWU1NDQtNGMwYy1iZTYzLTMwY2EyOTg3NmI2MiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=1fCT-i7G3s1umjriJI06-so7kKbCvLxEtgRxbRqgxg0.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOm1vdGhlci5nb29zZUBtd2ZhbWlseWxpdGVyYWN5Lm9yZyIsInIiOiJkODMyMTkwNS1lNTQ0LTRjMGMtYmU2My0zMGNhMjk4NzZiNjIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=lsJLTW4LZtrGRUNfOaCAgkxzGEoXeyFEjcEA4HYSR4U.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmFkdWx0LmxpdGVyYWN5QG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImQ4MzIxOTA1LWU1NDQtNGMwYy1iZTYzLTMwY2EyOTg3NmI2MiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=FpvhXv4UwgyCC_UrsvGWrsiOA0vboEYxLktRV5v0Zr0.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmNvbW11bmljYXRpb25zQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImQ4MzIxOTA1LWU1NDQtNGMwYy1iZTYzLTMwY2EyOTg3NmI2MiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9


Follow Us

Thank you to our supporters

SUPPORT LOCAL LITERACY
Your support makes a difference in our 
communities!
Your donation will help provide books, literacy 
programming and other supports that directly benefit 
our North Vancouver Island communities.
Ways to give:
Donate on our secure Canadahelps.org webpage
 
Or contact Executive Director Jessica Brown at 
ed@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Get our latest updates

Add your email... Subscribe

https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=8BJRFfrzPjT-ra90Lmt6oH0TuL02O4AKP9lhbT4Z-uI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeSIsInIiOiI3YmIxMTYzMC1hMGUxLTRjM2ItYjQwOS02ZDBmNzM1OThkYjEiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=8BJRFfrzPjT-ra90Lmt6oH0TuL02O4AKP9lhbT4Z-uI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeSIsInIiOiI3YmIxMTYzMC1hMGUxLTRjM2ItYjQwOS02ZDBmNzM1OThkYjEiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=Rae2MX51bHXX28GimmOH-OSTABInDod-yFN1grR4Y3I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9kZWNvZGEuY2EiLCJyIjoiYWI3YjUwZTYtZjg4NC00MDFkLThkNDAtZjg1NGNhOTllMmJiIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=ugv6h7JsHguwPiXS5W5sFQ_mrvObOz8DtISc04Zz_LY.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9kZWNvZGEuY2EiLCJyIjoiN2E2NWMyZWQtMGM5ZS00MzNiLThkNDQtZTk0NWY1ZTBhNWQ4IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=Q0nxosx2LkyXl-D9Q7sPhnbIowZEH1MLUxnSFxyiTXM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FuYWRhaGVscHMub3JnL2VuL2NoYXJpdGllcy9td2xpdGVyYWN5bm93LyIsInIiOiIwZGEwNzEwZS0xOGIzLTRlMWItOTcyMS1iNDU2MTZiNGJjMTQiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=LZF8Zz8ED-KFWvOnOS60JPPJajxUeSXIEUEH4MyNkxM.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmVkQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6IjBkYTA3MTBlLTE4YjMtNGUxYi05NzIxLWI0NTYxNmI0YmMxNCIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=2wegrAPMOE0zHClYJk41PB1di1r-miwGqTiZotqrU8I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9td2ZhbWlseWxpdGVyYWN5Lm9yZy9zby81YlEzNjBRQ2o_bGFuZ3VhZ2VUYWc9ZW4iLCJyIjoiYzhlMDIyMzQtNGJmNC00OTEwLTliN2YtYTk0MzI0NGZlZTg3IiwibSI6ImxwIn0


Visit our social accounts

Check out our site   

This email was created with Wix.‌ Discover More

https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=cj9Wo3t06ZIjPnp1OJeNT2vJRMbwgw7uQnNTcbJxsKM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL213ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kiLCJyIjoiMDBhZmNmMzctYjMxNC00OTA3LWJjMjAtYzBhMmI0YTk2ZGM2IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=lrU8dnNDoFEgzPbxE1xkMEiQPllIQ0AcW__NMJtIbHo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjAwYWZjZjM3LWIzMTQtNDkwNy1iYzIwLWMwYTJiNGE5NmRjNiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=lrU8dnNDoFEgzPbxE1xkMEiQPllIQ0AcW__NMJtIbHo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjAwYWZjZjM3LWIzMTQtNDkwNy1iYzIwLWMwYTJiNGE5NmRjNiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5bQ360QCj/c?w=lrU8dnNDoFEgzPbxE1xkMEiQPllIQ0AcW__NMJtIbHo.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjAwYWZjZjM3LWIzMTQtNDkwNy1iYzIwLWMwYTJiNGE5NmRjNiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://www.wix.com/?utm_campaign=vir_promote_em_footer_wixads&referralInfo=SO_LP

