Supporting lifelong learning

January 2026 Literacy News

Literacy news, programs, upcoming events, and valuable resources for all ages in
Mount Waddington communities on North Vancouver Island.

We're hiring an Executive Director!



Job Opportunity!

Executive Director (part-time)

This rewarding, part-time position « Average 10 hours/week
could be a perfect fit for a person « S40/hour

who is recently retired, who works » Work from home
part-time or full-time and would like

to expand their experience, or who Application Deadline:
January 12, 2026

is seeking to reduce their hours of
(or until filled)

work to a part-time position.

For more information,
see the website or
contact:
ed@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Supporting lifelong learning

mwfamilyliteracy.org Facebook: @mwfamilyliteracy

The Executive Director is responsible for supervising all projects and employees of the Mount
Waddington Family Literacy Society, and for working collaboratively with the Board of Directors,
staff, volunteers, and contractors to fulfill the organization’s mission: to seek out and support a
full range of learning projects and programs identified by communities in the Mount
Waddington/North Vancouver Island region.

This position is based in a home office, with some travel to program sites and regional
meetings.

®  Average of 10 hours/week; $40.00 per hour.
®  There may be an opportunity for additional weekly hours for a candidate who has

bookkeeping and payroll experience.

Application Deadline: January 12, 2026 (or until filled)
Please send your cover letter and resume with 3 professional references to
ed@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Read the full job description.
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Ways to Save workshop: fun, food and practical
learning

In December, MWFLS hosted a Money
Matters: Ways to Save workshop at Sacred
Wolf Friendship Centre. Led by former
banker Rikki Clarke (current Child and
Family Development Worker at Sacred
Wolf), the session offered a welcoming
space to talk about money in a practical,
down-to-earth way, with good food and
good conversation.

Participants explored simple, realistic ways
to save money, sharing ideas and learning
how even small changes can add up over
time. Topics included ways to save for your
child’s education, how to save using a Tax-
Free Savings Account (TFSA), shopping
habits, comparison shopping and making
smart buying decisions.

"The workshop sparked thoughtful
discussion, questions, and moments of
insight, reminding everyone that financial
learning can be supportive, accessible, and
even fun," said MWFLS adult literacy
coordinator Jeanne James-Hory.

A heartfelt thank you to Rikki Clarke for sharing her knowledge, to our partners at Sacred Wolf
Friendship Centre, and to A'ekalsilaxan‘s Gukwalut — Nourish North Network for providing
nourishing food that helped make the gathering warm and enjoyable.

Free Money Matters workbooks and online courses from ABC Life Literacy Canada are
available at abcmoneymatters.ca.
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January 25 — February 1: BC Family Literacy Week

Make mealtime family learning time.

Family Literacy Week 0@
January 25 - February 1, 2026

Find activities and resources at Decoda.ca

Province-wide activities
Get ready for Family Literacy Week! Find activities, resources and a contest with the "Make
mealtime family learning time" theme from Decoda Literacy Solutions.

Family Literacy Week

Each January, families, schools, libraries and communities across
BC celebrate Family Literacy Week. Decoda provides themed
resources every year to help you plan your events and activities.

Local activities

Watch for the Kitchen Connections Pie Party on January 31st! We're helping to support this
family hands-on cooking class where you and your child or teen will work together to prepare
warm, flaky chicken pot pies & dessert completely from scratch.

*Register through Port Hardy Recreation.

Also check your local library for Family Literacy Week activities!
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PIE PARTY!

AGES )+

S25/PARENT & CHILD SAT | JAN 31
S10/EXTRA PERSON 3:30 PM - 6:00 PM
MAX 4 PER GROUP CIVIC CENTRE

o
2t Fard
k(:pRﬂecreationv

January 27: Family Literacy Day

Across Canada, we celebrate Family Literacy Day on January 27th.
ABC Life Literacy Canada has activities, a tip sheet, a bookmark and more at
familyliteracyday.ca

Family Literacy Day 2026: Make mealtime

family learning time

Family Literacy Day raises awareness about the importance of
reading and learning together as a family. Download free
resources to get involved.

See you at Culture and Creativity Days!
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Culture and Creativity Days

January 25" and February 22" 2026 | 2-5pm
Port Hardy Civic Centre, 7400 Columbia Street
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These events are open to the public and will feature
crafts, games, and community connection!

Funded by Immigration Refugees and Citizenship Canada

Hosted by the Immigrant Welcome Centre
and the Mt Waddington Welcoming Communities Coalition

For more information email: jessica.pool@immigrantwelcome.ca
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We're looking forward to attending Culture and Creativity Days - look for the MWFLS booth!
These free community events are open to the public and will feature crafts, games, and
opportunities to connect with others in a welcoming, relaxed space.

Sunday, January 25 and Sunday, February 22, 2026
2-5pm
Port Hardy Civic Centre, 7400 Columbia Street

Free to attend — all ages welcome!

Funded by Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada, hosted by the Immigrant Welcome
Centre and the Mt. Waddington Welcoming Communities Coalition

PROGRAMS




Mother Goose On-the-Go family program

Mother Goose On-the-Go fosters early literacy and is an experience for the whole family!
A trained ‘Mother Goose’ leads a group of parents and children in fun and engaging rhymes,
songs, stories, and crafts. Free!

Children have fun and parents learn how to sing, rhyme, and read with their child, and weave
those skills into their day-to-day routines. These basic activities with children provide
the building blocks for early attachment and literacy.

Port Hardy
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.
Vancouver Island Regional Library, 7110 Market St.

Fridays 10:30am
Robert Scott School (Promising Babies)

Port McNeill
Saturdays at 10:30 a.m.
Vancouver Island Regional Library, 1584 Broughton Blvd

Sointula
Saturdays, 11:00 a.m., Preschool room

Watch our Facebook page for current schedule.

Storytime 5 days a week at Vancouver Island
Regional Library

Visit Port Hardy VIRL for family Storytime!

Tuesday — Saturday 11-11:30 a.m.,
7110 Market St., Port hardy

Free! No need to register.

Conversation Circle: Practice your English

New in January at Vancouver Island Regional Library, "Practice Your English" conversation
circle for adults
Free, drop-in!

Port Hardy

Tuesdays, starting January 27

Noon - 1 p.m.

Vancouver Island Regional Library, 7110 Market St.

Port McNeill

Wednesdays, starting January 28

4p.m.-5pm.

Vancouver Island Regional Library, 1584 Broughton Blvd
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Adult Literacy Weekly Drop-in

Need help with reading, writing, or everyday paperwork?
Free support is available.

We offer one-to-one help with things like:
L4 Using a cell phone, tablet, or laptop
L4 Filling out forms or reading mail
®  ESL (English as a Second Language) support
®  Working toward a personal goal, such as: finishing school, returning to school or

building confidence with reading and writing

You don’t need to know exactly what you need; we can figure it out together.

Port McNeill

Drop-In Meet-Up (Free):
A-Frame Church, Port McNeill
Starting Thursday, January 15
11:00 am -12:00 pm

Come by to ask questions, sign up for support, or just learn what's available.
Contact Jeanne at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org_

Adult one-on-one tutoring

Free one-on-one tutoring for adults is available. Get assistance with reading, numeracy and
more!

Contact Jeanne at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Join the January Smart Shopping Challenge!
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Ready to start the new year with practical skills, community connection, and a little friendly fun?
This January, we’re hosting our next Smart Shopping Workshop, and this time we’re adding
something special - a hands-on grocery store challenge!

It's friendly, supportive, and designed to help you feel confident and empowered every time you
shop.

What’s Happening
Participants will:
» Learn simple tools from our Smart Shopping Workbook
» Use strategy, label-reading skills, and value-based shopping to build the best meal plan
on a budget
» Break into small teams and complete a 45-minute live shopping challenge utilizing
the skills learned
» Enjoy a delicious hot lunch
« Share tips, surprises, and wins with the group afterward

Everyone goes home with:
» Abag of healthy groceries
* New skills you can use right away
» New community connections

Who it’s for: Adults of all ages who want to stretch their grocery budget, learn practical
techniques, or simply enjoy a fun, interactive workshop.

Cost: Absolutely free — offered in partnership with Sacred Wolf and MWFLS.
Date & Time: January (date to be confirmed — stay tuned!)

How to sign up

To save your seat, contact: Jeanne

adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org
. Spaces will be limited for this special interactive format!

Money Matters for self-employment workshop
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Thinking of starting your own business?

Join the waiting list for our upcoming FREE workshop to get things started: Money Matters for
current and aspiring self-employed individuals.

"As Canada’s gig economy continues to grow, more people are turning to self-employment and
contract work to earn a living. But managing money without a steady paycheck can be
challenging — from unpredictable income streams to navigating taxes, budgeting, and
business planning.

To help address these unique challenges, ABC Life Literacy Canada is releasing Money
Matters for Self-Employment, a new suite of resources from the Money Matters program
designed for current and aspiring self-employed Canadians."

*Workshop date to be determined.

If you're interested in learning about money management when you're self-employed, contact
Jeanne at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org

! Money Matters launches new self-
employment resources ahead of Financial
Literacy Month

As Canada's gig economy continues to grow, more people are
turning to self-employment and contract work to earn a living. But
managing money without a steady paycheck can be challenging -
from unpredictable income streams to navigating taxes, budgeting,
and business planning.

Volunteer as an Adult Literacy Tutor

When nearly 1 in 2 adults find basic reading or math tasks challenging, it affects not just
individuals, but whole families and communities.

By becoming a literacy tutor, you can help someone confidently manage everyday
things—banking, shopping, health decisions—and strengthen our entire region’s future.

You can help learners with reading and numeracy, or test preparation, computer basics,
financial literacy, with how to use cell phone or fill out forms.

Training provided!

For more information, contact Jeanne at adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org
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Did you know? Volunteer!

In BC, 45% of adults 52% of adults may
aged 16-65 may have struggle with numeracy-
difficulty understanding based tasks like
newspapers, instruction calculating interest, using
manuals or health graph info, or figuring out
information — tasks many medicine dosage.

of us take for granted.

Tutors for adults needed!

By volunteering as a literacy tutor, you can help someone

confidently manage everyday things—banking, shopping,
health decisions—and strengthen our entire region’s future.

Contact Jeanne James-hory
Adult Literacy Coordinator
adult.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Supporting lifelong learning

mwfamilyliteracy.org Facebook: @mwfamilyliteracy

RESOURCES

The Westcoast Reader newspaper for learners



Westcoast Reader
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A print and online

= W( R - l newspaper
. (= ._j L4 Each month we adapt news stories for

people who want to improve their English
language skills.

3 reading levels
The articles in the Westcoast Reader are
labelled with Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3 book

icons. The levels are comparable to Canadian
Language Benchmarks (CLB) 2 to 6.

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3

The Westcoast Reader is a newspaper and online resource for learners and teachers,
published monthly by Decoda Literacy Solutions.

Each month local, national and international news stories are adapted for people improving
their English language skills.

3 reading levels

The articles in The Westcoast Reader are labelled with Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3 book icons.
The levels are comparable to Canadian Language Benchmarks (CLB) 2 to 6.

Teachers' Notes with each issue

A learning resource, each contains exercises and activities based on the issue. They also
contain discussion topics and additional resources. An answer key is included.

Find copies at your local library or subscribe to have each monthly issue delivered.

The WCR website also has Free online articles with exercises, audio file and a quiz!



https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=KiTWqxc12KiZSt-n04vIXFn4Kvy8-D-Gy2J1tf7PrOw.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90aGV3ZXN0Y29hc3RyZWFkZXIuY29tLyIsInIiOiJlZDE1NWQ4My1kNTNhLTRkMjMtYmVlNS0yYmU5NWFjODkxMDMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=Kc2DhmdKDXyNyZg-C8bfi13_YC8xzkJHily7ZN_mMis.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90aGV3ZXN0Y29hc3RyZWFkZXIuY29tL25ld3NwYXBlcnMvIiwiciI6ImVkMTU1ZDgzLWQ1M2EtNGQyMy1iZWU1LTJiZTk1YWM4OTEwMyIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=w6emAKUXj5Nvxs8QUURN75oxsLMx0wgTcT2KQ2_lgcA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly90aGV3ZXN0Y29hc3RyZWFkZXIuY29tL2FydGljbGVzLyIsInIiOiJlZDE1NWQ4My1kNTNhLTRkMjMtYmVlNS0yYmU5NWFjODkxMDMiLCJtIjoibHAifQ

We’re here to help.

The Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society works with communities, schools and
organizations to support literacy and learning for all ages on North Vancouver Island.
We offer free programs, events and resources.

We can also help with your literacy projects and program ideas through fund finding, letters of
support and by connecting you with our many resources.

Mount Waddington Family Literacy Society is a non-profit support system servicing the literacy
needs of the School District 85/Mount Waddington region of Vancouver Island, BC, traditional
territory of the Kwakwaka’wakw Peoples.

Contact us

Please note our new email addresses and add mwfamilyliteracy.org to your contacts so you
don't miss anything from us. Emails to our former addresses will be automatically forwarded.

Executive Director, Food Literacy Coordinator
Now hiring! Jeanne James-Hory
food.literacy@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Literacy Outreach Coordinator

Kelly Anderson Communications Coordinator

literacy.outreach@mwfamilyliteracy.org Trish Weatherall
communications@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Mother Goose on the Go Coordinator

Kelly Anderson Contact us for information about our

mother.goose@mwfamilyliteracy.org programs, resources or to share your
needs and ideas.

Follow Us
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Thank you to our supporters
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https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=Z9EsW9YZpZv8Q39P0I-2myq8Qbrv_RwDRwov_6LEoGo.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmxpdGVyYWN5Lm91dHJlYWNoQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImMxZWFhZTI1LTg0OWMtNGQ5OS1hNzI0LTU0NGFiZjk3NWI0YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=HUde-EiHWGaTMP13Asc0unvbeiTgE9gI9G4rTwp-76o.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOm1vdGhlci5nb29zZUBtd2ZhbWlseWxpdGVyYWN5Lm9yZyIsInIiOiJjMWVhYWUyNS04NDljLTRkOTktYTcyNC01NDRhYmY5NzViNGIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=5acdFGuEKAZzRR_GIEhYFV0YNPPJG0BoduqCwm9Bt7w.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmZvb2QubGl0ZXJhY3lAbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmciLCJyIjoiYzFlYWFlMjUtODQ5Yy00ZDk5LWE3MjQtNTQ0YWJmOTc1YjRiIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=Mcx3d5bhNAuxfsJhAw9JTD3MoOyCdwhT_HT5Z4ypaLU.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmNvbW11bmljYXRpb25zQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImMxZWFhZTI1LTg0OWMtNGQ5OS1hNzI0LTU0NGFiZjk3NWI0YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=h5gn4tc-YkKf1GHRZkjHBZN7By1xjMGEfK7AxinlWRE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeSIsInIiOiI0OGVlOTNjMS0yMTgzLTQyZDEtYWE1NS00ZjA4OWVkMmRhYzQiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=h5gn4tc-YkKf1GHRZkjHBZN7By1xjMGEfK7AxinlWRE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vbXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeSIsInIiOiI0OGVlOTNjMS0yMTgzLTQyZDEtYWE1NS00ZjA4OWVkMmRhYzQiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=rnP5hK8MvYskO7WM7OI2ajahjp3EDrvW1wZGsS_pCek.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9kZWNvZGEuY2EiLCJyIjoiYzAyOTE1MmQtZWYzYy00ZTBjLTk1MGQtMGZiZGFjMGE1YzMxIiwibSI6ImxwIn0

Your support makes a difference in our
communities!

Your donation will help provide books, literacy
programming and other supports that directly benefit
our North Vancouver Island communities.

Ways to give:
Donate on our secure Canadahelps.org webpage

Or contact Executive Director Charity Gillett at
ed@mwfamilyliteracy.org

Get our latest updates

Add your email...

Visit our social accounts
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Check out our site @


https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=ZrDT8j2oEjfa_mVBL2-WSz5TR_u2EFMyBTLzXq4Ks-c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2FuYWRhaGVscHMub3JnL2VuL2NoYXJpdGllcy9td2xpdGVyYWN5bm93LyIsInIiOiJmMjEyNDU0MS0wNjdhLTQ3MmQtYWQwMC1kMTBmMjkxOWU5YzQiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=dGOyAnlZSBIo6liYGxq07UIntfAO8m-nKrwqp-djEHc.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOmVkQG13ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kub3JnIiwiciI6ImYyMTI0NTQxLTA2N2EtNDcyZC1hZDAwLWQxMGYyOTE5ZTljNCIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=2_e-yQVmN3NT4TDumYxE-ROume1JcJ5zGNdzNxhP3y0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9td2ZhbWlseWxpdGVyYWN5Lm9yZy9zby81ZFBpRXcyMW4_bGFuZ3VhZ2VUYWc9ZW4iLCJyIjoiZjIzM2I3ZDEtYzFlNS00NGI2LWJkNDctY2NlMGU3MDVmNjQ4IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=0_Er03ffX_qyBWfJv6g5VMq4z4F7TdsEbN8N9sOe4ps.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL213ZmFtaWx5bGl0ZXJhY3kiLCJyIjoiOTMxMWVhZWMtNjY1OC00YTc5LWI1MzQtY2Y0MWY5M2Y2YTE4IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=dodmIKfnDU33PEBrHhcHDHcMvfYWZjxL4_nACpSiHBM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjkzMTFlYWVjLTY2NTgtNGE3OS1iNTM0LWNmNDFmOTNmNmExOCIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=dodmIKfnDU33PEBrHhcHDHcMvfYWZjxL4_nACpSiHBM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjkzMTFlYWVjLTY2NTgtNGE3OS1iNTM0LWNmNDFmOTNmNmExOCIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://mwfamilyliteracy.org/so/5dPiEw21n/c?w=dodmIKfnDU33PEBrHhcHDHcMvfYWZjxL4_nACpSiHBM.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXdmYW1pbHlsaXRlcmFjeS5vcmcvIiwiciI6IjkzMTFlYWVjLTY2NTgtNGE3OS1iNTM0LWNmNDFmOTNmNmExOCIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
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